
APRIL 2011

City of 
Windsor Heights

1133 66th Street
Windsor Heights, IA 50324

(515) 279-3662
www.windsorheights.org

JERRY SULLIVAN, MAYOR • DIANA WILLITS, COUNCIL MEMBER • DAVE JENISON, COUNCIL MEMBER CHARLENE BUTZ, COUNCIL MEMBER • BETTY GLOVER, COUNCIL MEMBER • STEVE PETERSON, COUNCIL MEMBER

Help keep our storm sewer and waterways clean!
When mowing your lawn, please do not blow your grass clippings

onto your street, sidewalk or drivewayPass it on • “Wave” to a Friend

KEEP WINDSOR HEIGHTS BEAUTIFUL 
ANNOUNCES FIRST ANNUAL FREE 
PLANT EXCHANGE, SATURDAY, MAY 14

  As the view from your window changes from snow to the first signs of 
spring, you’re probably getting anxious to get outside and get planting! 
  If your current plans involve the same old flowers and plants or some 
parts of your garden need thinning out, Keep Windsor Heights Beautiful 
has a great solution. Diversify your plant varieties and share your 
favorites during the first annual Windsor Heights Plant Exchange on 
Saturday, May 14 from 9 a.m. to noon at Lions Park (1133 - 66th Street, 
behind City Hall). 
  This free event gives you the opportunity to brighten up your 
garden, flower beds or flower pots in exchange for items you bring to 
share. Besides plants, you’re also invited to bring gently used garden 
accessories and art to trade for something new (to you!). 
  “The exchange provides the ultimate recycling opportunity,” said 
Larry Wilson, a member of Keep Windsor Heights Beautiful and the 
event’s organizer. “Whether planting an elaborate garden or simply 
looking to spruce up front porch planters, neighbors will be able to get 
new varieties just for sharing their own.” 
  Facing a vexing gardening challenge? Have questions about what to 
plant in that shady corner? Polk County Master Gardeners will be on 
hand to share advice and answer your questions! And be sure to visit the 
local arts vendors while you’re there. 
  The success of this event depends on you! The more people who 
attend, the more there will be to share. 
  No pre-registration is required; to make the exchange process go smoothly, 
fill out Plant Information Forms ahead of time. Forms are available at 
www.windsorheights.org or will be available on site at Lions Park.
  So, start planning what plants you’ll bring (you can always stop by a 
garden center and bring new things to share, too) – and bring a friend!
  Questions? Please call 515-276-0243. 
  The Plant Exchange is sponsored by the Keep Windsor Heights 
Beautiful, a local nonprofit partner of Keep Iowa Beautiful. The mission 
of Keep Windsor Heights Beautiful is to engage the citizens, businesses 
and government of Windsor Heights to take greater responsibility for 
beautifying and improving our community. 

JULY 4 PARADE AND VENDORS
 If you have a business or organization and are interested in having a 
float in Windsor Heights’ 4th of July parade or you want to be a vendor 
at Colby Park on July 4, please visit www.windsorheights.org for an 
application or stop by City Hall. If you have any question please call 
Tracy Levine at 279-3662 or email at tlevine@windsorheights.org.

BICYCLE COLLECTION 
 May is Bike Month in the Des  Moines Metro and as part of the 
activities, Windsor Heights is helping sponsor a bicycle collection with 
the non-profit Des Moines Bicycle Collective.  Check your garage or 
basement and take a bike inventory. If you have any unused bikes that 
you would like to put towards a good cause, please donate them to the 
Bicycle Collective.  The Collective will then refurbish your good used 
bike and sale or loan those bikes to the public.  The money collected from 
the sale of the bikes is used to conduct bicycle safety and maintenance 
programs with youth organization, businesses and local schools.  The 
group also uses the funds to help produce the metro trails maps (which 
are available free of charge at city hall) and many other programming 
related to bicycling.  During the weekday of May 9–13, a trailer will be 
located at Colby Park in the parking lot where you can put your bike for 
the Collective to refurbish.  Your donation is tax deductible and receipts 
will be made available by Bicycle Collective.

STREET SWEEPING BEGINS SOON  
 Windsor Heights is scheduled to have our streets swept the week of 
June 13–17, August 29–September2nd and November 14–18; the exact 
date the sweeper is on your street is dependent on the weather.  Staff 
asks that residents please refrain from parking on the streets during these 
weeks so that our streets can be swept properly.  

WINDSOR HEIGHTS CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
 The City will be accepting nominations for “Citizen of the Year” 
beginning April 15.  At that time, guidelines and nomination forms 
may  be picked up at City Hall or be available from the web site, www.
windsorheights.org. Applications are due Friday, May 27.  A complete 
set of guidelines is being developed.  

CITY CLEAN-UP DAY
 This year’s Spring Clean-up will start on Thursday, May 19. Waste 
Management will try and collect the entire city on that Thursday, but if 
they are unable to complete the entire city in one day, they will return 
on Friday, May 20 to complete the pickup. Your “solid waste” should be 
placed on the curb by 6 a.m. on Thursday, May 19. “Solid waste” means 
garbage, refuse, commercial, agricultural and domestic activities. The 
term “solid waste” excludes yard waste, household hazardous waste* 
and other similarly discarded solid or semisolid materials including 
but not limited to such materials resulting from industrial materials, as 
defined by the Metro Waste Authority and may exclude other materials 
as defined by the Authority.
ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM THE COLLECTION
 Tires; vehicles and/or major auto parts; buildings; major building 
parts or large piles of building materials; concrete chunks (of any size), 
asphalt shingles over 65 lbs. in total weight; banned substances such as 
lead acid, batteries, waste oil, explosive material, medical waste, drugs, 
poisons, highly combustible material, paint and other toxic or hazardous 
substances; any appliances, animal carcasses
ALL ITEMS MUST BE PLACED AT THE CURB, PREFERABLY 
IN BOXES OR TRASH CONTAINERS.
• All items must be put out at the curb no later than 6:00 a.m. on your 
regular trash pick up day, and no earlier than the night before.
• Brush waste will be accepted on Friday also, provided you have the correct 
stickers/bags/premium Compost It container needed for your brush waste.
* The City is sponsoring a Clean Up Crew event for the safe disposal of 
household hazardous waste on Saturday, August 27 from 8 a.m. to noon 
at Colby Park. ** The City reserves the right to refuse service if a request 
is not within the intent of the program or is considered unreasonable. 
 For disposal options on the items excluded from the collection above, 
go to www.MWAtoday.com. 

PANCAKE DAY
 The Windsor Heights Firefighters Association will soon be going 
door-to-door selling tickets for this year’s 59th Annual Pancake Day. 
Tickets may also be purchased at City Hall. This is the Firefighter’s 
annual fundraiser. Residents are encouraged to purchase tickets even if 
they cannot attend to help support the Association. Please plan to attend 
on Saturday, May 21 – 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Tickets are $5.00 (Adult) 
$10.00 (Family).

CITY-WIDE GARAGE SALE
 This year’s annual Windsor Heights city wide garage sale will be 
held on Saturday, May 14. If you wish to be listed on the garage sale 
map, stop by city hall and fill out a City-Wide Garage Sale form. This 
form is also available at www.windsorheights.org and can be emailed 
to jheggen@windsorheights.org.  Please complete your application by 
Wednesday, May 4.  The cost for inclusion in the City Wide Garage sale 
list is $5.00. A map of sale locations will be posted on the city’s Web site 
and available at City Hall for potential customers. This list will NOT be 
published in the Des Moines Register.

COLBY PARK WELCOMES YOGA MASTER
TO TEACH CLASSES 
Wednesdays April 20, 27; May 4, 11, 18, 25 – 5:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.
Cost: $5 per student, per class
Location: WH Community & Events Center, 6900 School Street 
 Enjoy a mid-week break with an hour of Hatha Yoga.  Stretch, relax, 
grow stronger and more flexible and explore the physical and mental 
benefits of this ancient mind-body practice.  Taught by Robin Bourjaily, 
a registered yoga teacher with Yoga Alliance, this class is suitable for 
beginners.  Robin will encourage exploration of breath, poses and deep 
relaxation.  Please bring a yoga mat and dress in comfortable loose 
clothing.  Children 10 and under are asked to bring a parent or trusted 
adult to practice with them.  To register for yoga, call 645-6821 or by 
e-mail: tlevine@windsorheights.org.

REMEMBER TO GET YOUR BUILDING PERMIT
 Have a project on your to do list around the house?  If you plan on 
doing any remodeling or additions to your home, most likely you need a 
building permit from the City of Windsor Heights. Building permits are 
important so that the city can insure any work done in a home in the city 
is done up to the most current building code. Examples of work that need 
a building permit include any electrical and plumbing work and anything 
that will add square footage to a structure. Decks and fences also require 
a building permit. It is always better to ask if you need a permit than to do 
the work without a permit and find out later you needed one, which may 
result in a fine from the city. Please call Dave Breese, the City Inspector, 
at  with any questions or email at dbreese@windsorheights.org.

WHAMM this year is on Saturday, May 21 at 8 a.m.  Registration takes 
place at www.getmeregistered.com. Please see the Windsor Heights 
Chamber’s ad in this magazine for more information.

2010 Windsor Heights Citizen of the Year Flo Hunter
with Mayor Jerry Sullivan


