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Help keep our storm sewer and waterways clean!
When mowing your lawn, please do not blow your grass clippings

onto your street, sidewalk or drivewayPass it on • “Wave” to a Friend

HICKMAN ROAD PROJECT UPDATE 
 As you may have recently noticed, the former BP gas station, Little 
Cheaper Consignment Shop and office building on Hickman Road have 
been removed. This is part of a larger economic redevelopment and road 
project. Starting this summer and into fall, additional turning lanes will 
be added along Hickman Road, 63rd Street and some other side roads. 
Once complete, this project will allow for a much smoother, safer, faster 
flow of traffic through the entire area around 63rd and Hickman Road. 
The city is also actively working to redevelop the entire area with new 
commercial and residential buildings and units and amenities in the 
future years, making a significant reinvestment within our city. 
 Keep your eyes out for upcoming road construction.
 In addition to the construction already underway on University 
Boulevard, just west of 73rd Street and the construction around 63rd 
and Hickman Road, several other large road projects are about to begin. 
These projects are part of a larger capital improvement plan approved 
by the City Council earlier this year in March with the city’s continued 
commitment to improving our infrastructure. Construction will begin 
later this year to replace the concrete in and around the intersection of 
70th and Washington. This will cause 70th Street to be closed as the 
concrete is torn up and replaced with new pavement. The longer the 
concrete is allowed to dry or cure, the stronger and longer lasting it will 
be. In addition to the concrete replacement plan at 70th and Washington, 
a longer stretch of concrete will be replaced on Franklin Street, from 
roughly 63rd Street to 64th Street. Both of these projects will disrupt 
normal traffic flow, so please be cautious and patient as we continue to 
improve our streets. 

RAIN WATER COLLECTION IN COLBY PARK
 The new community center is a 6,000 square foot facility is nearly 
booked every weekend for the next year for various events ranging from 
weddings to class reunions. The city considered sustainability at every 
step of the project development, including a state of the art geothermal 
system. Due to budget constraints, we were unable to include an 
underground cistern system for the collection of rain water to use as 
irrigation. But, we did include extra rebar in the concrete around the 
building to support extra weight for the use of future rain barrels to be 
used to help irrigate the plantings. 
 With support from a grant received from Metro Waste authority, 
two rain barrels were purchased and installed on the west side of the 
community center. The barrels can hold 100 gallons of water a piece, 
meaning at any time, we are holding back over 200 gallons of water from 
our waterways. In addition, the use of these barrels will save water usage 
from Des Moines Water Works. The rainwater will be used to water the 

flowers surrounding the community center. The original estimate for this 
project was around $4,000, but the city was able to accomplish it for 
much less. The rain barrels cost less than expected and no gutter work 
needed to be complete, saving a substantial amount of money. In the end, 
the entire project cost $780 and was paid for by the grant from Metro 
Waste Authority.

TAKIN’ IT TO THE STREETS 
CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
 We are excited to have the return of the Takin’ it to the Streets 
program in 2011. This award winning program started three years ago 
and involves the city holding a city council meeting in the various 
neighborhoods. Our third Takin’ it to the Streets meeting will be on 
August 15th on the street curve on Luin Lane, located south of 78th 
Street. If the weather is poor, we will move inside back to City Hall. 
Following the meeting we will have cookies for everyone to share and 
get to know their neighbors a little better. As always, the meetings will 
start at 6:00 p.m. Please remember to bring your lawn chair.

 2) Generate support for, and participation in, local anti-crime 
     programs such as the Neighborhood Watch;  
 3) Strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community 
          partnerships; and  
 4) Send a message to criminals letting them know that neighborhoods 
          are organized and fighting back. 
 Sponsored by the Windsor Heights Police Association, WH 
Chamber of Commerce, Hy-Vee, Bankers Trust, and Windsor Heights 
Neighborhood Watch.

CARE PACKAGE FOR WINDSOR HEIGHTS 
OFFICER SERVING IN AFGHANISTAN
 Windsor Heights Police 
Officer, Hector Arias is 
currently serving in the 
Iowa Air National Guard. 
He is stationed in Kandahar, 
Afghanistan and this is his 
seventh deployment. We will 
be collecting items at National 
Night Out, August 2nd and 
then sending them to Hector 
and his unit. Here are a few 
words from Hector:
 “Our NATO base has almost 30,000 personnel. US service members 
represent a little more than half, which is represented by all the branches of 
service.  I have roughly 1,000 US Air Force members under my command, 
there are much more on base and throughout the region….most of us work 
a 7 day work week with a 12 on 12 off, so when you have your time off, 
you try to catch up on sleep and hygiene and housekeeping items. 
 Little things from back home mean a lot, especially when they come 
from our friends and family.  If I can do one little thing to make their stay 
a little easier, I can have some comfort that I did something for them with 
your incredible efforts.  I enclosed a small list of the items which can be 
used and of course it is not all inclusive, so if there is something else you 
would like to send please feel free to do so.
 I will make sure all the items received are given to our American 
Service members, we also handle most of the injured in Afghanistan at 
our installation before being flown to Germany. These items will also be 
given to them and delivered to our Forward Operating Bases (FOB’s) 
which also fall under our command in the southern districts. “
 A complete list of items can be found on the city’s website, if you 
would like to make a contribution to help with shipping, it would be 
greatly appreciated.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
 Concerts are free and will include free beverages provided by Bankers 
Trust; free snow cones by the Windsor Heights Lions Club; free popcorn, 
by the Windsor Heights Foundation. There will be door prizes and also 
opportunity for attendees to make a donation to the Foundation. Below 
are the remaining concerts for 2011.
July 26 Hold On
August 2 Greater Des Moines Community Band 
  (includes Night Out Against Crime activities)
August 9 Hot Club of Des Moines 

MOVIES IN THE PARK 
 Movies in the Park is back again this year in Colby Park. With a 
fabulous line-up, it will truly be outdoor cinema at its best, thanks not 
only to the setting but also to the selections made by an all-volunteer 
committee. All movies are free and begin at dusk. Lawn chairs, blankets 
and picnics are all welcome.
July 22  Iron Man 2
July 29  Blindside
August 2  (Rain date)

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
 In addition to the Music 
in the Park at 7:00 p.m. on 
August 2, the Windsor Heights 
Police Association will host 
the National Night Out against 
crime and violence at Colby 
Park from 6-8 p.m., with 
outstanding activities including:
 • Meet-and-greet of the 
Windsor Heights Police force
 • National Guard Blackhawk helicopter landing/display (weather 
permitting) being flown by guard member and Windsor Heights 
Firefighter Jason Cutsforth
 • Ice cream social (while supplies last)
 • Display of police vehicles, bike patrol, speed trailer
 • Temporary police tattoos, activities and games for children including 
a bounce house
 • Balloons, stickers, police cards, coloring books, other free giveaways
 • Windsor Heights Neighborhood Watch tent
 • Home security representatives, family/drug awareness resources
 National Night Out is designed to: 
 1) Heighten crime and drug prevention awareness; 


