
4 

Don’t forget every Friday in September, join us at the Windsor Heights Dog Park for 

Yappy Hour.  Starting at 4:30 PM to 7:00 PM, come unwind after a long work week and 

let your dog have some fun! There will be drinks and food for purchase.  Beef Cake Fuel 

will be the food truck at Yappy Hour.  Different animal adoption agencies will be on 

hand to present  information on adoptions. Our goal is to reach 75 adoptions. There will 

be music for entertainment. 

Schedule of bands:  

Sept 2nd:  Larry Berenquel 

Sept 9th: The Forney’s 

Sept 16th: TBD 

Sept 23rd: Robert Davis 

Sept 30th: John Burns 

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook for Yappy Hour updates.  

ICE CREAM SOCIAL WRAP UP 
Thanks to the Windsor Heights Foundation for sponsoring the 

Ice Cream Social on August 28th!  Thanks also to the 29 hosts 

across the city. It was a great time for neighbors to meet new 

neighbors and to simply take time off to relax and unwind with 

friends.  

On October 1, 2016, the Walnut Creek Watershed Coalition, along with our community and business partners is sponsoring a celebra-

tion of the Walnut Creek Watershed, featuring a creek clean-up, an Ecovillage of demonstrations and exhibits about the environment, 

storm water, water quality, and conservation.  

Volunteers will meet at the Colby Park Pavilion at 9:00 a.m.  Gloves, trash bags, water, and snacks will be provided.  We’ll gather for a 

photo and then head out to a number of locations along Walnut Creek and North Walnut Creek.  Come out for a great day in the 

creek and help clean-up this great resource. After the clean-up, we will head back to Colby Park for a trash tally, music, refreshments 

and a BBQ! Here just a few of the activities that will be at the park:  river trash sculpture build, rain barrel build, urban chickens, chil-

dren activities and more! 

Schedule of Events At Colby Park: 

9:00 AM- 10:00 AM- Yoga with Ben  

10:00 AM- 12:00 PM-  Creek Clean-Up (Walnut Creek and North Walnut Creek) 

12:00 PM- 3:00 PM-  Activities, Speakers, Vendors, Music  

Register at : https://www.eventbrite.com/e/walnut-creek-watershed-festival-tickets-27049832778?aff=eac2 

PROJECTS HAPPENING 

AROUND THE CITY  
Hy Vee will be opening a Starbucks in the near future.  

Construction on the new Quick Trip at the corner of 63rd and 

Hickman will begin soon.  

Windsor Crossing Senior Living is going up quick. New resi-

dents will move in Spring 2017. 

Apple Valley is getting a facelift. 

They will be welcoming new busi-

nesses soon.  

Parklets– Keep watch for a new 

parklet outdoor patio this fall near 

Baru 66.  

SEPTEMBER 2016  

The City Council thanks the Walkability Policy Committee for their diligent work. Following a public hearing, the Council unanimously 

accepted the first reading of a revised sidewalk ordinance (City Code Chapter 136) at the Aug. 15th meeting. Next, walkability decisions 

will be made in the context of developing a broader Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) that includes improvements to streets and other  

infrastructure in the public right-of-way. All capital investment within the CIP will fit within the City's conservative bonding limits. Your 

Council will communicate as this planning progresses.  Timely updates on walkability will be in our City News Bulletin and on our  

Facebook page. You can email info@windsorheights.org or call 279.3662 with any questions.  Clarification on August 11th article: 

The Walkability Policy Committee did not discuss accepting the volunteer assistance.  

Windsor Heights is a wonderful place made that way by the thousands who live here, volunteer here, work here and shop here. As 

the president of the Windsor Heights Chamber of Commerce it’s been exciting to watch what our community is becoming. Soon 

Windsor Heights will boast of some additional restaurants created by Chef David Baruthio, new retail space is being added by Colby 

Interests and we’re pleased to have Theresa Greenfield the president of Colby Interests on our Board of Directors. Developer Jonathan 

Koester, who is also on our Board, is in the midst of creating new living opportunities and retail space at University and 66 th Street. 

Each member of our Board gives of their time and talent to help make Windsor Heights…better.  As you read this you should know 

that our Executive Director, Edye Beckerman has resigned to pursue some additional opportunities and, while we are sad to lose her, 

we wish her the very best.  We are now in the process of finding a replacement…it will be tough as Edye has brought some great gifts 

to the job.The Chamber plays a unique role in our community. While the City of Windsor Heights is concerned with ordnances, safety 

and city infrastructure the Chamber is more inclined to help create a climate of progressive economics among our members and 

friends.  Each month I attend the City Council Meetings and/or special events and I’m struck by the dedication our council and city 

employees have for their jobs. Finally, let me thank those of you who have joined the Chamber over the past several years. I have, on 

my desk, about 14 invoices of members who have not renewed and I’ll be visiting each business/individual over the next several 

weeks simply to make the personal request to join our group.  Together we can do much more than if we strike out on our own. 

Join us! Michael P. Libbie – 515-331-3207 (Direct) http://www.WindsorHeightsChamber.com   

Visit 

City of  
Windsor Heights 

THIS ISSUE: 

Visit www.windsorheights.org for more city news! 

After months of public input and planning, the new Windsor Heights Comprehensive Plan is nearly complete.  The plan provides a 

shared vision for our city’s future, guiding city staff, public officials, developers, and residents as they make decisions affecting the 

future of your community and your neighborhood. The plan will provide recommendations, goals, and ideas on  a diverse range of 

topics including land use, transportation, housing, parks, infrastructure and economic development. It will consider challenges and 

opportunities that Windsor Heights expects to face over the next 10-20 years. Comprehensive Plan project team includes a steering 

committee of Windsor Heights residents, city officials and consultants from RDG Planning & Design. The Planning and Zoning Com-

mission oversees the administration of the Comprehensive Plan. Watch the News Bulletin and windsorheights.org for updates in Sep-

tember.  Our City News Hour on October 10th will be on our comprehensive plan.  
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City of Windsor Heights 
 
Emergency Phone Numbers  

Fire Department  ...................................... 911  
Police Department  ................................... 911  
 
Non-Emergency Phone Numbers 

Police/Fire  ...................................... 286-3632 
City Hall ........................................... 279-3662 
 

Mayor  ......................................... Diana Willits 
Council Members ................. Steve Peterson 
 Betty Glover 

 Tony Timm 
 Threase Harms 
 Zachary Bales-Henry 

 
City Administrator ........................................  

Treasurer .............................. Marcia Woodke 
Police/Fire Chief ...........................................  

Planning Director……………………………... 
Director of Public Services…Doug Stone 
 

Police Dispatch.............................. 286-3632 
Police Admin./Records ................. 277-4453 
Police Investigations..................... 277-4455 

 
Building Inspections……………….279-3662 
Fire Department ............................. 279-9450  

Public Works Department............. 645-6825  
Community Center Reservations..645-6821 
Animal Control ............................... 286-3632  

City Council Meetings are held the 
1st and 3rd Mondays of every 
month at 6:00 p.m., unless posted 
otherwise. 
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Oct 3- City Council Meeting 6 PM  Council Chambers 

Oct 9-15– Fire Prevention Week 

Oct 10– City News Hour 5:30 PM–  Community Center Comprehensive 

Plan and Economic Development 

Oct 17-– City Council Meeting 6 PM  Council Chambers 

Oct 26– Planning and Zoning 5 PM  Council Chambers 

Oct 30– Beggar’s Night  6:00 PM-8:00 PM 

 
 

Sept 2– Yappy Hour  4:30– 7 PM    Dog Park  

Sept 6-  City Council Meeting 6 PM  Council Chambers 

Sept 9– Yappy Hour  4:30– 7 PM  Dog Park  

Sept 12– City News Hour 5:30 PM–  Community Center Walnut Creek 

Watershed 

Sept 16– Yappy Hour 4:30– 7 PM   Dog Park 

Sept 19– City Council Meeting 6 PM   Council Chambers 

Sept 23– Yappy Hour 4:30– 7 PM    Dog Park  

Sept 28– Planning and Zoning 5 PM  Council Chambers 

Sept 30– Yappy  Hour 4:30– 7 PM  Dog Park  

 

The City of Windsor Heights hired Elizabeth Hansen as their new city administrator, filling a position vacant since May. Hansen currently serves as 

administrator in Nevada, Iowa and was named City Manager of the Year in 2014 by the Iowa City/County Management Association. She begins in 

Windsor Heights on October 10. Hansen has 15 years of experience as a city administrator, serving the City of Nevada since 2007 after Jefferson, 

Iowa and Elk Point, South Dakota. “I’m thankful to our Council for their vision and leadership which led to this outstanding hire from a field of 31 

candidates,” said mayor Diana Willits. “We’re thrilled to have Elizabeth join us.” Hansen was hired by a unanimous vote in an August 3 City 

Council meeting. Mayor Diana Willits has been serving as interim administrator since early May when the previous administrator separated from 

the post to accept a position in Johnston. Willits continues to serve as acting city administrator until Hansen arrives. 

“Hansen’s expertise in creating long-term financial sustainability is going to serve us well,” said Willits. “She has amazing communication skills 

and a proven ability to manage growth, including community and economic development, and she will develop a strong team including retaining 

staff with effective training and professional development.” 

Hansen has a Bachelor of Science degree in Paralegal Studies from National American University in Sioux Falls and a Master’s in Public Admin-

istration from the University of South Dakota. She is a credentialed City Manager per the International City/County Management Association and 

an Iowa Certified Municipal Clerk. 

Hansen is relocating to Windsor Heights in September with her husband and two children. She can be reached at ehansen@windsorheights.org. 

 

NEWS BRIEFS 

Sunset Terrace Construction Update 

The project is wrapping up the utility portion of the work.  Water 

services was transferred over to the new water main at the end of 

August.  Preparation of the roadway bed and granular subbase 

work will be the next steps in the construction process.  Currently 

the Contractor is anticipating paving around Labor Day and re-

placing resident’s driveway approaches in mid-September.  This 

would make the final completion date approximately September 

23rd. Residents are asked to provide their email and/or phone 

numbers to the City Engineer  if they haven’t already so any up-

dates can be provided. Send your contact information to Nichole 

Sungren at MSA Professional Services at 515-635-3404 or nsun-

gren@msa-ps.com.  Updates can also be found on the City’s web-

site. 

Boulevard of Flags Program 
The Windsor Heights Firefighter’s Association is proud to an-

nounce the Boulevard of Flags program.  The fire department will 

install a flag holder in your yard and deliver your flag on six holi-

days which are Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day, La-

bor Day, 9/11 and Veterans Day.  They will store your flag be-

tween holidays.  The subscription to this program is $40 per year. 

Contact the fire department at 279-9450 to subscribe.  

City News Hour 

The City News Hour meeting will be on Monday, September 12, 

2016, at 5:30 P.M. at the Community and Events Center, 6900 

School Street. The topic is  the Walnut Creek Watershed Program 

and their upcoming programming. Please join Mayor Willits and 

Darren Fife from Walnut Creek Watershed as they host a presen-

tation on the watershed kiosks that are planned for Colby Park 

and the projects that won them the Governor’s Excellence Award. 

This is an opportunity for all the citizens to view the presentation 

and learn about the Walnut Creek Watershed and water quality 

monitoring.  

The City News Hour for October 10th will be the introduction of 

our new City Administrator, Liz Hansen and the Comprehensive 

Plan which includes Economic Development Projects in process. 

Financial Overview 
City financial advisor Tionna Pooler of Independent Public Advi-

sors, LLC gave an overview on Windsor Height's financial posi-

tion at the August 15 City Council meeting. Pooler noted: 

-Valuations were up for this fiscal year a bit more than 3 percent, 

the first significant growth in three years 

-Tax rates remain stable 

-The general fund continues to have a healthy balance 

-While our legal debt margin is almost $10M, we operate on a self 

imposed debt margin leaving more than $7M in debt capacity  

-The City’s Aa3 credit rating by Moody’s Investors Service  is 

judged to be of high quality 

Pooler’s presentation closed recommending the City pursue: 

1. Valuation growth through new business and development 

2. Balanced investment in infrastructure and economic develop-

ment to manage debt 

3. Phased development with debt to minimize impact on capac-

ity 

4.   Holistic capital improvement planning to maximize borrowing 

efficiency, managing debt capacity and identify opportunities for 

cash financing 

Keep Windsor Heights Beautiful Fall Clean Up 

Saturday, September 17, 8:30 to 10:30 am is the Keep Windsor 

Heights Beautiful Annual Fall Cleanup. Come to the white tent 

near Bankers Trust, 7000 University Avenue. We'll provide gloves 

and a refuse bag and will give you an area to cover. Rain date 

is September 24.  

Bring along neighbors, friends, groups or anyone who cares about 

our city and making a difference in our community. Children are 

welcome if they are accompanied by an adult who will guide 

them as we pick up litter.  

Our focus is Colby Park, trails and major streets. We live in a 

beautiful community and a couple of hours of work will keep our 

city attractive heading into fall and winter. The more hands we 

have, the lighter the work and the more litter we can remove. 

The mission of the Keep Windsor Heights Beautiful Committee is 

to engage citizens, businesses and governments in Windsor 

Heights to take responsibility for beautifying and improving the 

community we all love.  

Butterfly Garden 

If you have visited Colby Park lately, you will notice a newly 

planted garden along the circle drive – the Windsor Heights 

Butterfly Garden. Plans for the future are to add two benches and 

a walking path in the butterfly garden. If you would like to make 

a donation toward the Windsor Heights Butterfly Garden, make 

checks payable to City of Windsor Heights with Keep Windsor 

Heights Beautiful on the memo line. Drop it off or mail it to City 

of Windsor Heights, 1145 66th St, Suite 1, Windsor Heights, IA 

50324. Contributions are tax deductible.  

Sign up for our City News Bulletin and Wave 

by  by texting windsorheights to 22828 or email 

jvogel@windsorheights.org. The City News Bul-

letin will be on important meetings and news. 

The Wave will be about upcoming events in 

the City. 
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