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Public Works Staff Report 
 
To: Honorable Mayor, Council Members and City Administrator  

 
From: Jason VanAusdall, Director of Public Works 
  

  
RE:  63rd & College Pedestrian Crossing Update  
 

 
This subject has been talked about for quite some time, with some information that needs 
clarification. After talking to the principal at Cowles, he agrees with the findings that the 
DOT came back with about the need for an actual crosswalk. There are only a couple of kids 
that would actually use this crosswalk to get to school, as most are dropped off by their 
parents. No school busses go to the school at all anymore, the ‘Focus Program’ was taken 
out of this school. 
 
The real cause for concern is the turning traffic that happens at drop off & pick up times. 
This is the primary complain he receives from parents, and rightfully so. The only permanent 
way to cure this problem would be to install turning lanes (North & Southbound) with a 
signalized intersection installed. This would involve ROW acquisition, traffic signals and 
crosswalks also included. The only way this would be possible is if the city acquired 
Highway 28 (63rd st.). The DOT may be coming to the city in the next few years to offload 
this highway, and to abandon that portion of inter-urban highway. They did it in Johnston. 
 
We have applied for a solar powered/ flashing sign to raise awareness at this location (see 
attached application). This is going to be one of those subjects that is not solved overnight, 
and the school will need to be involved in the issue. 
 
If any of you have any questions about this issue, please feel free to reach out to me anytime. 
 
Jason VanAusdall 
PW Director 
778-2773 
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