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• Iowa Legislature authorized creation 
of WMAs in 2010

– Section 466B of Iowa Code
– Recognized flooding problems stretch 

beyond the means of a single jurisdiction 
to effectively address

• WMAs are comprised of 2 or more 
cities, counties, or soil + water 
conservation districts in the 
watershed

• All players in the watershed must 
be invited

WMA Basics



• To address flooding issues
• To develop coordination in the 

watershed
• To access funding 

– No up-front costs
– Only potential costs must be approved by 

jurisdiction’s governing body

Why participate? 



Watersheds cross political boundaries.





Development impacts the water cycle.



Approximately 33,000 acres 
of impervious surface in 
metro area



In The Tomorrow Plan’s baseline growth scenario, 
the impervious cover is 63,000 acres in 2050—
double what it is today. 

This increase of ~30,000 acres is equivalent to paving Saylorville Lake 5 times:



Stormwater Quantity + Runoff

Elementary school 
and baseball field

Photo: Jennifer Welch and the Polk County Soil & Water Conservation District



Stormwater Quantity + Runoff

Photo: Des Moines Register



Water Quality Issues



• Iowa Department of Agriculture
• Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources
• US Department of Agriculture
• US Army Corps of Engineers
• US Forest Service
• US Environmental Protection 

Agency

Note: Some require WMAs
and/or watershed assessments

Opportunities for WMA: 
Funding



• Watershed assessment – flood risks + 
water quality

• Allocate available funds for water 
quality + flood mitigation

• Engineering standards
• Land use planning/water 

engineering interaction
• Public education

Opportunities for WMA: 
Regional Approaches



Developing a WMA
History of WMAs1



• 2 or more cities, counties, or soil + 
water conservation districts in the 
watershed

– Must be in same HUC 8
– All other political subdivisions within 

watershed must be notified within 30 days 
+ provided the opportunity to 
participate

– 28E developed

• Political subdivisions may be 
in multiple WMAs

• Board of directors required

Developing a WMA



• Assess + reduce flood risk
• Assess + improve water 

quality
• Monitor federal flood risk 

planning + activities
• Educate residents of the watershed 

regarding flood risks
• Allocate moneys made available to 

WMA to address water quality + 
flood mitigation

• Do not acquire property by eminent 
domain

• Can coordinate with other agencies

WMA Duties



Walnut Creek Watershed
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