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“You compete as a region… 
You rise together, and you 
fall together.”

Mitch Silver 
Past APA President



The Plan

• Three year process
• 17 communities
• 4 counties
• Nearly 27,000 contacts
• $3.1 million effort
• Umbrella plan for the 

region
• Voluntary
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We are many distinct communities working 
as one region to compete globally and to 

leave a sustainable legacy for future 
generations.  We do this work through The 
Tomorrow Plan, focusing on housing and 

transportation, the economy, the 
environment, and community vitality.   

The plan will save us money, draw resources 
and talent to the region, and prepare us for 

future growth – and everyone has a role.



Goals



• Develop a system of nodes + corridors
• Provide many means of access + 

transportation throughout the region
• Create an innovation core
• Enhance our digital infrastructure
• Grow + retain existing companies
• Expand educational opportunities



• Identify areas for development/ 
redevelopment as walkable nodes 
+ corridors

• Develop sample codes to help 
communities achieve vibrant, 
mixed-use, walkable 
environments

• Promote nodes + corridors 
through inclusion in community 
comprehensive plans



• Promote the use of renewable energy + 
reduced energy consumption

• Minimize the waste stream
• Build a region-wide greenways system
• Develop a regional stormwater 

approach
• Expand the tree canopy + regional park 

capacity



• Assign staff to coordinate + 
communicate greenway work

• Conduct a natural areas 
inventory

• Celebrate connecting land 
purchases

• Launch with bio-blitz of 
most connected areas

• Coordinate WMA efforts 
for watershed planning



• Ensure diverse housing choices 
throughout the region

• Make walking, biking, and using public 
transportation as viable as driving

• Make healthy choices intuitive
• Provide access to healthy food
• Encourage + celebrate community 

building
• Promote historic preservation
• Create Zest



• Establish neighborhood 
associations throughout the 
region

• Initiate the regional affordable 
housing plan

• Create a model inclusionary 
zoning ordinance



• Leverage the ongoing work of the MPO 
to address the monitoring + 
implementation of the plan

• Develop a Regional Infrastructure 
Coordinating Committee

• Continue educational efforts
• Leverage the plan to secure + award 

funding
• Explore the merits of regional 

alternative revenue sources



• Analyze the suitability around the 
region for natural stormwater 
utilities

• Analyze community stormwater 
practices + ordinances

• Develop sample 
ordinances for 
the region



• Launch the Do One Thing – DOT 
– campaign

• Take the Do One Thing 
pledge

• Connect the DOTs by 
engaging with one of the 
many existing community 
groups



The Tomorrow Plan:
A voluntary, best-practices 

guide for local 
jurisdictions


