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Public Works Monthly Report
	To:
	Honorable Mayor, Council Members, City Administrator

	From:
	Jason VanAusdall, Director of Public Works

	
	

	Re:
	Public Works Report for the Month of January, 2014


Significant Events
Public Works has set the old natural gas generator from the Fire Station behind the build. We have been working with Mid-American and sub-contractors to get this operational. We have not had an operational generator down at PW for almost 10 years. We need to be fully operational in case of an emergency. The old generator was a natural fit, as we did not need auto start or any huge power needs down here. We are very glad to have it!!!!
The picture below is what grease & oil looks like when it backs up a sanitary sewer main. This is a very good reason to have our FOG (Fats, Oils & Grease) Ordinance in full effect. We as a city need to be able to mandate the FOG be removed from our sanitary sewers so that this sort of thing does not happen. This backup could not have happened at a worse time: January 16th at 4:30PM right in the middle of the big snow storm that caught everyone off guard.
This $5,000 sewer issue upon investigation & televised proof was due to 2 restaurants on private property not maintaining their grease traps in a timely manner. The amount of grease that had settled over time in the manhole on 73rd street was staggering!! 
We handed the invoices and DVD proof off to the property owner, and are having them pay the contractors involved directly. 
Our city time and equipment was also billed out.
Our PW staff was able to pull the set of damaged ball field bleachers out of the scrap metal pile in Dallas Center. I learned that they were tossing a set of bleachers and went out to take a look. I determined that with some TLC and the use of our new welder, we could finally have bleachers for our ball field!!

The concrete pad was poured for these, but we were never able to afford getting them. So for less than $200, we were able to have a refurbished set of 
bleachers that are as good as new!! Nice job to the guys for making this happen.

 We have been plowing snow more than usual this winter, and have went through about 600 ton of salt!
We have about 300 ton left in stock. There is no more to be had. The DOT has stopped selling to small communities, and many municipalities are running dangerously low. We had been able to save back 300 ton from the last  2 years of light winters, this is very fortunate. 

We will refurbish our supply with the next large salt purchase in May. This is when the Metro Salt Storage buys salt at a huge volume discount.

I will inform you soon what that cost savings will be.
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Thank You,

Jason VanAusdall

Public Works Director
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