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WINDSOR HEIGHTS 2012 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE SUMMARY OF LOCAL AMENDMENTS
· The Chapter of the IFC 2012 dealing with historical buildings has been repealed and does not apply to the City of Windsor Heights. All buildings will comply with this code.

· Many definitions have been updated to include a common title for the “Fire Code”.

Other definitions include using common terms such as Fire Marshal’s Office, alarm user, charcoal grill, false alarm, reckless use of fire, and who a “Qualified” person is to install and inspect fire protection equipment.

· Members of the FD are now allowed to take photographic evidence during inspections, examinations, and enforcements to study hazards for fire safety.

·  Impersonating a member of the FD will now be a violation of this code.

· The Fire Code official will have the right to stop any event that has a fire or life safety hazard.

· Added a 100% additional fee of the original permit fee for starting work before being issued a permit.
· Fee schedule will still be determined by council resolution.

· Fire officials are now authorized to issue citations in violations of this code.

· Failure of persons to pay a civil citation is now addressed.  Any fees associated with collection of a fine, fee, or penalty will be charged to the offender.
· All Fire Equipment will be serviced by a “Qualified Person”, and must have their licenses on file with the West Des Moines Finance Director.

· All Fire Equipment will be tagged with an approved inspection tag.  Such tags are required to be purchased from the West Des Moines Fire Prevention Bureau for use in Windsor Heights.  They will be the West Metro tags. Other departments that follow these guidelines are Clive, Urbandale, West Des Moines, Waukee, Grimes and Johnston.

· The penalties for not following these agreed upon guidelines from the 7 surrounding departments are described.

· If an existing structure is altered it shall comply with all new structure requirements, including the addition of an approved fire protection system.
· If new buildings exceed 5,999 square feet, including outside wall dimensions, attached overhangs, and structures within 20 feet, the building shall comply with all requirements for an approved fire sprinkler system.

· If any business sells illegal or non-approved devices that are in violation of this code, a sign is required next to the item of sale indicating it is illegal to use in the City of Windsor Heights. Such items include fire pits, chimineas, sky lanterns, and other fire/ember producing devices.

· Charcoal grills shall not be on any balconies and be at least 10 feet from any multi-story building.

· Only one, 20 pound LP tank is allowed per living unit of multi-family buildings.  Lp tanks cannot be stored inside living units.

· No person shall drop, throw, or release into the atmosphere ignited material from the ground, a structure, or vehicle.

· Fire drills at schools may be ordered by the Fire Chief at any time.

· The provisions for Fire Lanes are now clearly established.

· Any building with a sprinkler or alarm system is required to have a Knox Box.
· Fire hydrants shall be marked with reflective markers when required.

· Cut trees may be displayed in non-residential buildings not longer than 15 days from when the tree was purchased or cut; whichever is sooner.

· Wall art is limited to 20% in classrooms and corridors.

· You may mount a fire extinguisher on a wall or store in a marked pantry or closet.
·  Exterior walking surfaces of exit discharges must now be hard surfaces and have frost protection.

· The Fire Department shall seize, take, remove or cause to be removed fireworks in violation of this code.

· Effective July 1st, 2015, all multi-family and rental dwelling units and buildings having more than 16 units shall have a manual fire alarm system installed. (monitored)
· Effective July 1, 2015, all rental units and existing multi-family dwelling units shall have installed a carbon monoxide alarm.

· Effective July 1, 2015, all multi-family dwelling units shall have approved exit sign illumination, and emergency power illumination.
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