
Agenda Report 
December 2, 2013 City Council Meeting 

 
December 2, 2013 

Item No. 11 
 

ISSUE:  Amending Traffic Preemption Agreement with General Traffic Controls Inc to 
include a 4th Intersection 

 

BACKGROUND: 

During the testing and repair of our traffic preemption system by the vendor, one of the 
intersections (7100 block of University/Hy-Vee Entrance) tested on June 3, 2013 has since failed 
and is in need of repair or replacement.  The failure of the intersection occurred after the initial 
testing on June 3, 2013 (greater than 5 months ago).  This was an unforeseen circumstance.  
There was no way for the Fire Department or the Department of Public Works to plan and budget 
for this new discovery.   The additional cost can be absorbed in this fiscal year’s operating budget 
and would require no further budget amendment. The departments are working hard to ensure 
that our traffic preemption system is in fully functional and reliable in order to mitigate risk to the 
public when our emergency vehicles respond to calls for service.  Moving forward, we have the 
proper controls in place to monitor the system for functionality in a timely manner.  Thank you 
for making this project a City priority. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends the City Council approve the resolution. 

STAFF CONTACTS: 

Jason VasAusdall, Public Works Director 
Christopher Cross, Fire Chief 
Jeffrey A. Fiegenschuh, City Administrator 

  









THE CITY OF WINDSOR HEIGHTS, IOWA  
 

RESOLUTION 13-1272 
 

APPROVING THE EXECUTION OF AN AMENDEMENT TO THE ORIGINAL LEASE FOR 
EMERGENCY PREEMPTION EQUIPMENT FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 
IN THE NAME AND BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF WINDSOR HEIGHTS, IOWA 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Windsor Heights, Iowa strives to provide high-quality and 

well-built infrastructure to its residents and visitors; AND, 
 

WHEREAS, the Fire Department has ongoing safety equipment needs; AND, 
 
WHEREAS, the Fire Department is always looking for cost-effective ways to obtain 

safety equipment; AND, 
 
WHEREAS, the items to be obtained by the Fire Department include Emergency 

Preemption Phase Selectors and Emergency Preempt Dual Horns; AND, 
 

WHEREAS, there is $6,425 budgeted in the Fire Department line item for these 
items and quotes were received, with the best and lowest cost options being selected; AND, 

 
WHEREAS, the Fire Chief has determined that the preferred option is to lease the 

aforementioned equipment from General Traffic Controls, Inc. for a period of three years at 
a total cost of nineteen thousand two hundred seventy-five dollars ($19,275.00); AND, 

 
WHEREAS, the City wishes to keep the Fire Department outfitted with all necessary 

equipment to keep citizens safe; AND, 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Windsor Heights City Council in 
session this 2nd day of December 2013, that it hereby approves the Mayor to execute, upon 
review of and approval by the City Attorney, an amended lease agreement with General 
Traffic for the lease of the aforementioned equipment. 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 

Diana Willits, Mayor Pro Tem 
 

Attest: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Jeff Fiegenschuh 
City Administrator 
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