Agenda Report
July 15, 2013 City Council Meeting

July 15, 2013
Item No. 11
ISSUE: UPDATE SWIMMING POOL CODE REQUIREMENTS TO ADOPT SOME OF THE STANDARDS IN THE 2012 INTERNATIONAL POOL AND SPA CODE STANDARDS
This will be the first reading for review of Chapter 155: Specific Provisions Dealing with Swimming Pools. 
BACKGROUND:

City staff has reviewed current swimming pool requirements and those of Clive and Urbandale. Cities can formally adopt the entire 2012 International Pool and Spa Code, but staff has found the need to only adopt the provisions in the code that would apply to Windsor Heights. This update is being recommended to keep the City in line with new standards.  Staff is also working on updating all building codes to the 2012 version. 
MAJOR ADDITONS BEING PROPOSED TO THE CODE

· Permit fees to be adopted by resolution as all other fees and not based on valuation.
· The openings of a barrier around the pool cannot allow a passage of a 4 inch sphere. 

· If chain link fences are used as a barrier the maximum mesh size of the fence is 2.25 square inches unless slats are installed at the top or bottom of the fence with openings no more than 1.75 inches. 

· A dwelling wall can act as a barrier if one of the following apply: 

· Doors that access a pool must be equipped with an alarm in accordance with the proposed updated.
· The pool must be equipped with a power safety cover. 

· Other means of protection such as self-closing doors and self-latching devices approved by the administrator so long as the degree of protection is not less than the two options above. 
· When a structure for an aboveground pool is used as a barrier and a ladder or steps are used for access, then the ladder or steps must be capable of being secured, locked or removed to prevent access, or the steps and ladder must completely surrounded by a barrier. When the steps or ladders are secured, locked or removed any opening created cannot allow a 4 inch sphere to pass through. 

· Any existing pool of which has been in place before this code, and which for the most part will apply to in-ground swimming pools will not be required to comply with this chapter unless the pool is being replaced or altered. Any new or temporary swimming pools that are put up and taken back down will need to comply with this code. 
· Pools must be de-chlorinated before being emptied to prevent any chemicals from entering the storm sewers. 

· Any electrical wiring will need a permit through the State as the City no longer issues electrical permits. 

MAJOR REQUIREMENTS THAT CURRENTLY EXIST IN THE CODE

· Barriers are required to be 6 feet and completely surround the pool. 

· Gates and doors are required to be self-closing, self-latching.
RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends the City Council discuss the ordinance and consider amending the code at the July 15, 2013 meeting. Since this is an amendment to the ordinance, a public hearing will be held at the next Council meeting on August 5, 2013. 
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