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New Polk County Floodplain Maps

Dec. 12, 2018

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Preliminary maps issued on June 17, 2015W.H. public meeting = Dec. 14th, 2015Comment / Appeals Period = March – June 2016Letter of Final Determination = Aug. 1, 2018



Mapping History

 Polk County DFIRMs – Feb. 1, 2019 
 New studies

• Walnut Creek (2014)
• North Walnut Creek (2013)

 Flood Insurance Rate Map – Oct. 16, 1992

 Flood Insurance Rate Map – June 15, 1979

 Flood Hazard Boundary Map – Oct. 22, 1976

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Joined NFIP – Oct. 7, 1977It’s been 27 years since Windsor Heights’ last rcvd a new floodplain map.  Flood hazards change over time due to land use and development.  Developing open space and converting it to imperious surfaces (buildings, parking lots, roads) creates less available land to absorb rainfall and store floodwaters.  Walnut Creek BFEsBuffalo Rd – Effective = I-235 – Effective = Center St – Effective = North Walnut Creek BFEsUniversity Ave – Effective = 835 / New = 833Buffalo Rd (downstream) – Effective = 828.2 / New = 829.4Colby Park – Effective ~ 826 / New ~ 829.9Center St (upstream) – Effective = 825.8 / 825.6



Finding New Floodplain Maps
https://apps.polkcountyiowa.gov/GISMapping/MapViews/View/1006
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Presentation Notes
Polk County has an interactive GIS site where uses can view the new maps along parcel data and 2018 aerial imagery

https://apps.polkcountyiowa.gov/GISMapping/MapViews/View/1006
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Finding New Floodplain Maps
Search:  www.IowaFloodMaps.org
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Flood Insurance Basics

• Mandatory flood insurance purchase in 1% (100-yr) 
floodplain areas (Zone A)

• Only required for structures with federally insured mortgages

• No mandatory flood insurance purchase in 0.2% (500-yr) 
floodplain areas (Zone X)

• Potential Flood Insurance Savings
• Preferred Risk Policies (PRPs)
• Grandfathering of Flood Insurance Rates
• Newly Mapped Procedure



Flood Insurance

CHANGE IN RISK INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

Low / Moderate Risk 
to

High Risk

• Flood insurance is mandatory.  Flood insurance will be 
federally required for most mortgage holders.  Insurance costs 
may rise to reflect the high risk. 

High Risk 
To

Low / Moderate Risk

• Flood insurance is optional, but recommended. Risk has only 
been reduced, not removed.  

• Flood insurance can be obtained at lower rates. 

• 20-25% of all flood insurance claims come from low- to 
moderate-risk areas.

• Conversion offers savings.  An existing policy can be converted 
to a lower-cost Preferred Risk Policy.

No change in risk level
• No change in insurance requirements.  Property owners should 

talk to their insurance agent to learn their specific risk and take 
steps to protect their property and assets.  



Newly Mapped Structures

 Eligibility:
 Building mapped within un-shaded or shaded Zone X 

on 1992 map
 No prior flood claims payments or federal disaster 

assistance

 Purchase policy up to 12-months after new map 
goes effective (Feb. 1st, 2019)

 Transition to Full-Risk Rates
 Premium transitions to full risk rates thru 5%- 18% 

annual increases 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Eligibility:  buildings must be located in B, C, X zones on current FIRM and newly mapped into the SFHA on new DFIRMs going effective on 2/1/2019Documentation:  flood zone determination cert, copy of FIRM showing exact location & flood zone of building; letter signed by community indicating the property address and flood zone; EC; LOMA; LOMR; LODRLoss History:  no claims or federal disaster assistance for the property not the owner(s)FIRM Revision DateNewly mapped after 4/1/2015, if the policy effect date is either:w/in 12-months of effective FIRM date; orw/in 45-days of initial lender notification so long as the notification occurred w/in 24-months of the effective DFIRM date 



Grandfathering

 Built-In Compliance
 Built in accordance with the effective map at 

the time of construction
 Lowest Floor Elevated 1-ft above Base Flood 

Elevation

 Elevation Certificate Required

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Policyholders who built in compliance w/ the effective map at the time of construction can use the previous flood zone and BFE to calculate a new policy.  Policyholder must maintain continuous coverage.  



Timing of Purchase
 Before Feb. 1st, 2019 

 Preferred Risk Policy
• Est. Premium ~$400/year 

 Policy transitions to X-Zone rates (i.e. low-to-
moderate risk)

 Maintain Continuous Coverage

 After Feb. 1st , 2019
 Newly Mapped Policy
 Policy transitions to A-Zone rates (i.e. high risk)
 Annual rate increases until actuarial rated

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Standard Policy TransitionIF a newly mapped policy is purchased before new DFIRMs become effective the policy will transition to Standard X-Zone ratesIF newly mapped policy is purchased after new DFIRMs become effective the policy transitions to Standard A-Zone Rates.Pre-FIRM structures (in W.H.; anything built before 6/15/1979)Offered subsidized ratesHFIAA = 5% - 18% annual increases until full-risk are achieved Newly Mapped Rates  ($150,000 in coverage) = $419 PremiumPre-FIRM-Single Family-Basement (Zone X)$150,000 in Coverage = $1,352 PremiumPre-FIRM-Single Family-Basement (Zone A)$150,000 in Coverage = $2,290 Premium



Contact Information

 Ken Bouma
 515-725-8352 / Ken.Bouma@dnr.iowa.gov

 Bill Cappuccio
 515-725-8342 / Bill.Cappuccio@dnr.iowa.gov

 Jason Conn
 515-725-8333 / Jason.Conn@dnr.iowa.gov
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